thee wumset, the thealbine ol drams
in the conntry hack ob Port-au-

Piinee sienifios onlv one thing to .

the neaw e arived visitor - “\Noo-
doa' This i nataral sapposition,
sinee dms e e important and
intearad part ol every real voodoo
Ceicony. A a1 the vistter has a
lively imagination — particabarly if
Lo bos vead conne ab the recent
inies abont THiti and “veodoo®
by boavinative woriters - there e
no bounds to his faney.

I the wvisiton 'l.l]l'h ns lo be
driven past a small villiawe or group
ol native huts (caillis) on a Satur-

NATURAL IS TORY ) AR, [')54‘

Tru

\x FIEN dakoess rapidly
v sottles over FLati and sup- -

plants the oranee wid purple of .

The “ceremonios™ that viciten

are veey diffe e

day o Sunehiny vichic or o e o

uf o 'If “t!.t_\', or ' !li\ |I¢-|i‘i is e

wovitliae, e may dvo hiear g P
Hve chorus of Licfepitehed o
Voo This is o1 so novel asnd

. , - .
Foomd o hall vears of sk e 1704

ool doctos divecring a0 prosran

ol b dhined o vooas Jeve cicen 1y

A :'1.1 viulree o romole cectinns not

17 1 i H

wandly visited by onteiders,

I

wislies to eapress his veatitode to

THE e ABOUT VOODHOO

TR e

cochcnmread that

¥ .o 5 1
coorigin of the se

chned ceremony, with” frenzied

avaee dancing o Sincine as

et i counection with the fnative ter-
wy, the coremuontal objects, wd the

R
8 Art Moseum

AL

hon,

autes, Wiscomsin 53

cen-attoagal stores and are taken to sce

fhe averaze tranveler s never admitted

violent as the flames that licht up
the panticipants in the rite,

He feels hieis Ineky when he is
invited to one of these “voodoo

corcinonies”™ by an obliging  taxi

teelom b |.||»|| It was through their assist-
aice that it was posaible o take the un-
proecedontod sones ol unposed phatogeaphs
ot a Rada corcmony published for the first
timc Tore in Nareran Histouy Magazine,

En.
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driver. During the ride, his chaul-
feur will brief him about the ocenlt
rites and sacrifices he is shortly to
witness,

When he arrives at the “ceve-
mony,” he i usually told that he
came too late to see the suerifiee of
the anintls, which he may be told
inclnded a ball, goat, or pig. U
i only e woukl remain in [aiti {for

a while longer, he might witness

such 2 coremony.

Swallowing his initial disappoint-
ment, he enters a large lnt or en-

. closure provided with a thatched
7 roof and a dirt floor. e is im-
A prossed by the reverberations of
i the drums, the clanging of irou,
the mooing of the bamboo vache,

the clatter of the chacha rattles,

e and the: gf_:_'h;mting of Cx?éﬂle Sonas,

L intérraptedy periodicalV by the
master of ceremonies j’)]mvinf_f, i
iaoliébm:in’:; whistle and ringing a
* giall befl, He finds himself in a
i, "milling group of strunyeil who ap-

¢ parently aeeept hing dd ds fasei-

g
.

. oewad

- 1
-

E!
1
i.

3 nated b the movemants of some
A4 of the vounaer rarticipants, espe-
Lol thie women., “Fhey are shuf-

e fhoage oot thefendfopure m a seeme
* gy Llpbess u!l.:‘..mm*r with vaenous
= gtares on  their perspiring faces,
T *This,” he savs to hitntell, “is it!”

If he is not completely convineed
and asks the taxi deiver whether
-—this is* rcull}: voodoo, }ﬁs eseort
ustially prefess to move wway to
consult with some of the bystad

l.inl"

crs. Presently he geturns with the
whispered and almipst seeret infor-
mation “that thissig vooiloo. Somce-
times a group of visitors, bent upon
seeing a voodno  ceremony,  are
permitted  to wifiiess the  entire
“ritual,” dintlading the tracing of
the
around, OF codirse; this s the result

- +
HE PR, U L SV
N il

i

s,

E
g

1

abalistic Symbols son the

of a préwrangement between the
taxi driver and the “privstess,” com-
monly referred to in stories as the
“mantlol” .

After watching thd dunees and

. . - 4
listening 'to the singing fog an hour
andd hecoming, wiaried by
the

4 - or so

4 their similarity,
> P .
* visitor may become ¢uit¢ sophis-

ticated about the entire subject and

"_% .

apparent

theintermix.
3 e of pagan.and Christian beliefd, The symbals
%o the wall are litHopraphs of the Virgin Mary.
;;‘T\-'o bottles wrapped with ribhon contain holy
3. water. The small bottle in front contains perfume
3 B 2 vodou deity: Note ihe vigil light in the

g 3 Tur Avrar of Erzulie. showing

L

A Arrar of 1he God of
War, Azoun Badagri. The
sacred articles inchulde flags
of the deity. a machetc.
and other articles. The
eartlienware hazin i~ 1o col-

TR FTN

& *
dismiss it as something inane. On
the- wother hand, his imagination
may have Dbeen  stimudated by

by the tiw drivers briefing, which
may lisve_inchided o guardéd ro-
mark ahout veeenth reported sac
dfices of ehildren. e iy then
believe that b Jus been witness
ing the real Haitian voodoo, When
he returus from 1laiti and tells of

pass even the most imaginative
story writers.

e
4 .
-

- A 0 omatrer pf fac the “hoom-
mg-drums” and thy dancing and
singing in thvsevillages are nothing

more than the Saturday-or Sunday
nirtit folk fhmccs, known as ban-

LRt}
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with our square dances and certain
Ewopean folk dances. The ham-
beche is the usnal week-end relax-
ation of the aitian peasant and
provides liise with the oppartunity
to get together with his neighbors
and relatives at what is merely a
sacial gathering. The taxi driver
who has taken the visitors to the
“voadoo ceremony,” as well as the
“mamaloi” who conducted it, usu-
ally profit from the naiveté of the
visitors,

It can be definitely stated that
visitors in Haiti do not witness
volao ceremonies either by chance

Y

et

. R % - '
his experience, he may try to sar-

i
1
i
T

boches. They ay be compared”

2ener of the aliar and the coremoniul drnms

stories about “vaodoo” in Haiti or » |

}
!
i
}
:

feer the bldod.of -nerificed
aniinals

* Lu7an of the Protector of the
Cemetery. Baron La Croix. The
affervings anchuie runn soft

drinks, bread, wnd coins '

l
-

¥ e micn pmEsT tracing the
sy tieil] sigtis i cornimeal with the
heip ol a mdle acsiaiin, The desjan
=bows to which deity the serviee is
dedieated, in;this caze to the vadon
equivalent of St Batrick, whose
snakes it depiels. Partly out of
sight in foreground i~ the ship of
the God of the Sea
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A Tlere Toepeiest £hick to camdra) aml his assistant
are beginninisdhe diper ofohe Bada rite, to summnos

the spirits to thy cafemanyyy

7%‘:".\. wooe N
Wi A .
N né’:!_f}{'-‘ Ly i

or intention e tha the Junn-

Loehes aind tlie ..xllj)ﬁi&vd RN
ceremonivs are never helds inoon
near the redl voodoo temple, ov
ommfort, > 4 o ' o
The term “vaodon,” or more coi-
rectly, vodon, is of Alrican origin
and- was used by the--natives of
Dahomeygto sindicdte anv ‘deity.
Some  of the mdne’s imaginatived
writers have attempted to derive’
the word vodon From G dor, or
“eolden call.” They traer it origin
to the volden call bashioned by
Moses” brother Saron ane the like-
ness of the Favptinn Apis and wor-
shipped by saerifices, wild dancing,
and shongine, It is estreme donbt-
ful, however, that the Rabomeans
were aware of the reant dor.
Vodou is not coucerned with the
practice of black L, SOPCCTY, OF
witcheralt, or with any of the devil
waorshiping rites frequently aseribed
to it. The zmnbis, the living dead
or soulless antomatons, are definite
figments of superstitious  peasants
and story writers, There are no
human sacrifices in the rites of the
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vodou cevemonies, and it is unfor-
tumate that these sensational fea-
tures have been made notorious by
the writers of fetion,

What, therefore, is vodou? Vo-
dow is a religion that is practiced

and believed in by the majority o 27
Haitian peasants and is reflected in 5.
the many intimate aspects of theirg'
daily life. Vodon can be traced & 5
the tribal cults of Afrien, througt é?:
the, eighteenth contury slaves who £

NATURAL HISTORY, APRIL. 1931 %
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= XexE TnE priest danees with the priest.
wapd transfers the Leaded rattle fo her

i

contributed to today’s Haition peas-
ant population. According to the
comeepts of the Haitiun peasant,
sodon does not supplant his Chris-
timy  religion, which iy usuadly
Roman Cutholic. Rather, it supple-
ments it, since it possesses the
ariginal conumon factor in Haitiun
peasant tradition. Vodou is the fa-
miliwr daily religion of many of
these people, whereas the Christian
relizion is the one to be practiced
specially on Sundays, at baptisims,
marringes, and deaths, when there
is & churelr and o priest,

“The vodon religion provides an
invisible hond between individuals.
It serves as well as a linkage be-

e
x T
™ gy

=
P L2

tween the Haitinn peasant of today
and  his  African  foreboeuwrs. The
ceremonics were at first essenidally
religious and were practiced e-
cording to tribal regulations by the
slaves_imported from Afriea, with
considerable  infloence from the
rites of the Daliomeans. The cnlt
was able to supply the stimnlus for
coalition of a heterogencous people
from many African nations, includ-
ing the Dahomeans, Aradas, Nagos,
Congos, Senegalese, 1bos, Man-
dingues, Canas, Fans, and Cap-
laous, and it gave strength to their
offort to throw off the oppression
of slavery. It was first used i Haiti
as a manifestation of this bond on
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Aungust 14, 1791, when in o vodow
ceremony at Bois Caiman, the high
priest Boukman organized the ye-
volt of the shives against their
Freneh masters. Subsequentiv, be-
cuuse of the initial success of this
revolt, sodon hecame synonymous
with the” desire of all Haitians to
become and remain free.

Vadon has continued essentially
as a primitive African cnilt, wor-
shiping manimate as well as ani-
mate  thines, along with  cortain
deities and the spirits of deceased
persons and of powerfnl ancestars,
to whom are allotted positions in
the pantheon according to their ne-
cepted supernatural powers. Vealon
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A Tur vodow prIESTESS. with the
Leaded rattle in her hand, twirls a
femald worshiper to bring about
])OSSl"r,:‘-inn by a spirit. The cormneal
on hei Jips is from kissing the mys-
tieal wlésien on the floor. On the
wall, are seen pictures of the vodaon
counterparis of St. Anthony and

.a

St, James the Greater

< THE sACRED ORCHESTRA. At left
in the lountor Jdrum. in the center
the bowla drum, and at rizhi the
assoror deam. The man holding the
rattle is the master of ceremonies
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A TTene THE FEMALE assistant is hearing
the Dag of the deity and payine horage
to the vodon priest, who is possessed by
the vodon equivalent of 31 Patrick.
Other participants and worshipers chant

s posy I8V
. ._;.._‘_.:-:4..3
'

”'.-a va-q

N 'a-: »
P

ScEnEs in the Salure to the Flag, with
the ritual of the sebre. Female assistants
are hearing flags. and the worshipers are
chanting somes of the deity

5 Ao, e
zL AT
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has alse assimilated many featurps
of the Roman Catholic religion,
which was preseriboed for the slaves
by their Freneh masters antl s
today the national religion. There
is the recognition of God as the
Supreme Being, the Creator of man
ind of the world In the opening
ceremonies, the prayvers e Catho-
lic and are frequently accompanied
by the sien of the cross. Although
there are evodou deities, or loas,
that have originated from Afriea
{Guinea} or have been created in
Haiti, many of these have their
Christian  counterparts, Some are:
Legba and St Anthony; Erzulic
and the Virgin Mary; Damballa
and 84 Patrick ar St Peter; and
Ogoun Feri'ie o1 Ogoun (Hajrou)
Badagri, the god of war, and St.
James the Greater.,

There are two mnain types of
rits, Rada and Petro, which aré

never mixed.in a single service.

The manner in which they may

have evolved sepavately is sug-#

gested by the discibution of thiv

apx : £
deities. The Raca rites usualiiy

1

. s A s

honor the Afrvican  deities,s whiclpk
) “ . . 4.l ®
are honored aiso in cortain loealis

ties in the Congo. The Petra Tites

Lo it L
usually honot the deities of Iajtian \

= loeal creagion. YWheh Radaor
Al ereation,

African deities are included in the,

Petro pantheon, as they admitfedhy

are, they may change remark:ibly
in character, For exaunple, Erzulic
is portrayed in the Rada pantheon
as a wenlle, timid, and at times o
sorrowful  womman, as shown in
color  lithographs  of the  Mater
Dolorosz. When she is in the Petro
panthean and is known as Erzulic

Gé-ronzé (Red Eye), she beecomes /
; Y I3

hoisterons. rough, and at tines un-
manageable. The Petro rite is be-
lieved to have been originated in
Petit-Godve, aiti, by a famous
and powerful houngan, Don Pedro.

The vodon worship of the deities,
or lous, calls for temples containing,
altars, on which are placed the

< THE HICH PRIEST NOW . .,
salutes the arrival of the %

deity with the beaded i
rattle and the bell ‘aae_q

symbols and offerinus to the loas.”
Unfortunately, there is no written
record of the ceremonies. Because
of this lach of orthodosy, the rites |,
have changed through the genera-
tions and differ considerably in the
various sections of Huaiti, There are
broad similaritics. howewver, that
will make it possible to describe
the worship In a general way and
to illustrate the rituals of what is
called the Rada rite in the accom-
panving photographs, made during
an Easter service, P

After reading some of the lurid
and fanciful stories of Haitinr voo-
doo, with their demon-worshiping
rites and mad orgies, I went to my .
first ceremony with. 10 sngall meas-
ure of apprehension? [ was, at the
same time, excited by the anticipa-
tion of secing the weird rites of this
supposedly savauélealt. My fears
were quelled when I g the people
who were pre:;cnt;"gu the codou
temple and who were shortly to
participate in the éeremony. I ree-
ounized several whom [ had pre-
viogh seen engasedtin, their every-
day work, and they~uppeared fo
be no different at tlids, time. As an
invited guest, I was “’Er:lciuusl_\' ré-
ceived by my hosts,: who euided
me about the temple and eagerly,
exhibited the ;z]t‘:-.;tsd;thc olferings,
and“the implements for the cere
monjes. [ was#digiiliSioned when
the wild orgiastic rites so, vividly
pictured i tades of voodoo did not ¥
tuhe place and when T disciverdd 3
that the services were essentially &
religions and were not, aw snmc%
writers have misrepresented them,
the oceasion for diabolisin or for &
minss eroticism, . '-;5

Although bewildered by what T 4
had previously read sthout voodoo
rites, the interpretation of the songs,:%
dances, and rituals given to me by
my Haitian mentors became the |
kev to an understanding of the ¥
ceremonivs. The service wus cor
ducted  ostensibly  with  solemnity
and in planned sequence. The wor
shipers, whose faces were ,sober
and reverential, were well ‘i‘erscd%
in their roles and excented then «
carefully. T was deeply impressed

.
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g f—q I'ng priesT tlefti. pos- S ,’{?’)\—‘:;:__‘-‘.~:‘.3-:.
¥ =4 sersed by the counterpart !f-;f* o o D
Iy A of St. Patrick. dapees with, K
z Eﬁﬁﬁ an as~istant loldine a bottle
§ )
A #on of holy water
¥ 2
b by the qvident sincerity of thase
{; who were participating in the rites
<% and by the patently honu-fide emo-
.J ) " - N
% Houal aud physienl responses weun-
B
4 fested by those who became pos-
. % sessed by the Joas. The observer
A at a vodpn ceremony’ would lave A
% to be entirely unresponsive sl :'.!‘.
% .. unimpressible wot to” be a litle Ut
= = L4 %
% afected by the dynamic vhythms

*
i

.of the sacréd drums, by the African

{ o *
and Haitiun songs chanted by the
ssacred #chorns, by the symbolie

1ttt T LM

“ % dances performed by the worshipy-

% ers, and by the rituals themselves. .

2 The vodon temple. a sand and < . !

A cement hut with @ thatched or coi; ¥ TIene T prissrsdanees over the symbol of the deity, The Muster of Cere- £
. Ei-‘ suwated fron roof, is known’.as the monies tright) is ]l[_}:-:‘\’;-:*!‘ti by o deity an:I.“_:' snnable 1o direct 'th: ceremonies EI
) f;;:,,.,‘-'.,u-!!.f’",“ﬁ"lf“- This temple. consivty, ‘-{.fm at this point. His vattle i held by a worshiperat riglu : H =

I antechamber, ‘or 'f)el'ist‘};"lo. 11
T:; 5 the center of which is a woad polg®
g (poieau legha) and the lounfort
=~ % proper, in which gre lodnd ectient
’T.;n[E:x:;s“( pes), detlicated, to the hy}‘};:,.

"

LW

ok Thewltars are usaatly separated b
5 < ; .
2 doth eortains, O the salls of the
A . Wy
g Lownfort or on the altar itsell are
e . W .
%, “seen the tags of the Inas, as ~woll
3% as the nationl colors,  Varlows _
5 acreds articles tare placed one the gk sofie
s-‘ . : e . ) {'_ '--u_-_‘\lf_alfd“\-'
- altar, while 1w sacrilivial animals
g: a N
A are put in front of it.
£ - ’
§ ¢ The sadred articles on the altar
: ,9{: include the ceremonial drums, the
#°&  machete or saber, the flags of the
e s g - s .
%, lozs, 2 cross or erndifix, a vigil light,
2o the beaded rattle (agon), the bell

{clochette), an carthenware  juy
{roci), an ege, c:md]vf‘,; and 2
bottle of foa perfinme. Most of these
are used in the rituals of the
ceremony.

Representations and embleius ol
the laas are uswadly puinted on the
walls of the founfortsor above the
atar, amd  svmholic Tobjects ave

Tk MO EE DR BRI TR R DA TR,

pleced on the wltar. Legha js pic-
tured as an_okd man with tatterud
cothing. Ogoun Feraille or Bada-
ori is w general in military unilorm,
weasionally on horseback, Erzalie
is identificd as the Virgin Mary in

-
ny
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AT prege spiinkling pédfu
in the direction of the four cardinal
points. The Fallife=dropsr
seen in id-air, The fenralé
aft, s serving as, Reipeg Drapeaux
ffl:?;: Queen}, holids the flag overn
higtlicad. T
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one of hersinand art‘ﬁi‘}?ﬁt'iﬁ{tfltitms
as depicted in colored lithoeraphs.
])J;II'II]):I]]‘:L (Onedde) s rt‘pn:sc'ngvd
by a drawing of diderpent. Aida
Oueddo, his {vif«',:; Js a rainbow.
Agoue Arrovo, thﬁ' irid] of the sea,
is syvimbaolized by « ship. Baron
LaCroix (or Barém Samedi) who
is the protector of the cemetery,
takes the form of a cross protruding
from a “grave” and inscribed with
skull and crnssbnp(';' and his name.
The  several  Guedés,  including
Guédé Nibo, are represented by a
cross on which is hung a black hat:
or by a peasant’s straw hat and the
mountain peasant’s shoulder hag
(macoute). The Maitresses d'Tean
are thouglt of ns;h__vuntiful mukitto
women with long [izir who bathe
nude at stream soureds,and speak
Frencl, )

The sacrificial animals are usu-
allv cocks, althongh a male pig or
goat, and at times a bull, may be

L
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A Tue priesteEss and priest. 1ol
lowed by the Flag Queen. saluting
the saered orcfiestra. Note the pési-
tions of the priest’s hands L
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used- in- certain rifes. The megt of
the sacrificed animals is cooked and
caten by the. worshipers after | a
small portion is offered to and “ac-
cepted” by the loas. The offerings
are also placed on the pe and in-
clude the things that the loa likes,
such.as bottles of rum, soft drinks,
bread, and’ cooked plantains and
yams.

Each of the foas has a special
color, and’ these colors are used in
the ritials of the ceremony, de-
pending upon the loa being hon-
ored. In various sections of Haiti,
the lons have dillerent colors, and
the rituals may also vary, Red is
preferred by Ogoun {Feraille or
Badagri) for his flags and sacrificial
animals. Damballic's color is either
green or whitedfor the flags and
white for the animals. The Guédés”
preference is for bluck; amld Erzalie,
Avoue Arrovo, and the Maitresses
fancy white for their ceremonies.

5w




When robes dire worn by the olfi-
clator, particularly the mamdo, they
are of the color preseribed by the
loa.

The houngan is the bish priest
in the sacerdotal hierarchy of 2 dis-
trict or community, except in some
sections where this position is accu-
pied by a priestess known as the
wanbar, I the feonngzan ofliciates at
Ruda as well as Petro rites, he i3
said to serve with both hands. If
he acts :is o family, adviser as well

T
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¥

I

as w coddon priest, he s sometimus
reterred to as Pape Lea, He is usu-
ally aided in the ceremonies by o
male assistant (Jrowngnenicon}y and
fomale  assistants {hownsis ). The
houngnenicon leads the chorus in
songs to the wriving loas and may
sorve as a drummer (lountor).
Finallv, there is the LaPlace, who
acts as master of cefemonies.

The rvodon usually
consists of two parts, {1) The serv-
jce is private and can only betat-
tended Ly the family, the Tigh
priest, the priestess, the assistants,
and 2 few specially invited onests.
{2) The dance is not private and
is attended by BFiends and neigh-
bors. Since the serviee js-completely
religious, it iy conducted by the
‘high priest or pridstess a8 o -series
of rituals, called Serciee Loas. Some
af these are intended to honor_the
deities or loas to whom the family
is grateful, othery to propitiate loas
who, they believe, are hay

them. Still_another pm'pp:s’{.-‘_tn

Loeremony

renounce  the \\'Ol'ship-) to gcvl:tilill
LRI S )

loas, good or bad, and to request,
after a suitable sacrifice, that they
depart. i
Following the death of a person
or on the anniversary of his_death,
a moemorial dinner s held= so-
called Manger les Mortswor Maitger

fes Ames. There are dnimalzsaeri- |

fices in conncetion with this; and
rituals which inciude last prayers
{edernieres pricres), removal of the
soul from under the water (oucté
mort en bas dlTean), and the ve-
lease of the imprisoned soul {casse
coanari or loa nan canari). An ex-
tremely restricted service is seen in
the vituals for the mnsfer of the
loa from a recently deceased head
of the family to another member of
the Funily designated by the Joa.
This transfer carries with it the
anthority and the L‘onnqi.swmu'e, or
know-liow, for invoking the loa.

¥ Tug eaiesr. laving received
the carthenware jug of water
from the Flag Qaren. deinks
from it in the way that the
dt.‘ily is helieved 1o do

_The Manger Marassa, dinmer in
hemor of the twins, is (v most see-
tiany of the country a loss impor-
tant  ceremony than any of the
above-mentioned. These  services
are intended to honor twin deities,
usuplly represented by male and
female fizurines.

Althoueh fumilies may request a
service for any of the Lforesaid
Purpses,
larly correspond to the holidavs of
the Catholi¢ Cliurch {particularly
Cliristmas, * E’IfHEL’:ﬁ"%lﬁgl‘ Alb Saints
ceremonics ¥ 1ftul totlid harvests.
Any of these eéremonies may be
dedivated to dither Rada, or Petro

e AR Y
deities. When

other ecremonivs regu-

Pt T e
alilggof the uther
rite appediyiia theghtissesiion of a

PR e
worshy o the logisasked, to feave.
| L A .“\I’.l--\-r:-l-.nl‘!;,yﬂ

- this -request=is not heeded, the
possessed is led away from  the
service o eimerge from his unwel-
. Frecion e §E RIS
come possession or isgsanb: lronte,

Wdan 0 Y ¢
vim'e'stt;u‘t-inf_{ the aetulilinervice,
there is a preliminury recitation of

: ¢ s 4 ST PRSI
pravers, usnally’ Caghslie! and the

. e 1101 . .
cchaating of hyvinng, 'wdo'ki\pmm-n’.
h R L O '!4!’4&. 1

1

by waving of Hags, LMy initial rit-:

ual s alled the action de urder,
and is Inllowed by aninvocation to
the most revered of the deities,
Lesha: “Papa Legba, oucri barié
pow” now,” Thes hjghe priest then
traces the cabalistic vove, indicat-
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: T ing by svmbols to which deities the 7
) roservice is being dedieated. The '!
: Salute to the Flae follows, and it is ©
' one of the most important rituals.
, It actuably iy o« welcome to the .
k arriving Joa and is conducted with
4« the machete and Hags of the loa, !
. . On oceasion. it may be used to
Y : areet an extremely powerful priest i
- "ty or priestess.
! -w‘\,i During the service, the sacred
' —ipin orchestra sets up the rhythm for 3
; , Ry !f the songs of the Joas. It is usundly  §
4 P : made up of three drums, the fargest 3
! } ,--‘;J: }’f:‘; ?*,‘;',i of which is called the momman,cor -
2:f =L ln pizim 1 assotor: the second. the jountor; 4
: {’ p e ,‘...{».‘I‘ii;‘ . ”’j and the smailest. the borda Inad-
. - ;r i dition, there is the iron ogen, an
i
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A ZTrre prusbtedanding with a mele worshiper to bring
about possession by ,'t‘lhd':‘-pi'riz. 40 this jphologfﬁ'zpl:, the
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i ¢ female assistant has appareritly émerged from paossession .
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«< TiE scaRF that was on the priest’s arm in tllej_ﬁc -
previous photogriph has now been transferred to 3%

b

that of the male worshiper, and he is possessed of ",,'_-,3'5?
the spirit e
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iron implement struck by another ! %@ﬁ&gﬁw’
picce to mark the rhythm, and the _L\\-?ég';:ﬁ{; >
tin-tie or maraca nonbeaded ruttle. S et et
The chanting of the songs. which
are usually cither Rada or Petro,,
isTaccompanied by dances to the
lods: The drums used in the service
are cither Rada or Petro depending
o the rite. The arrival of cach loa
is indicated by the behavior of the
worshipers, who appear to become
pessessed. Then the song of the par-
ticdlar Joa is clinted three times.
Possession by the loa is the cul-
. mination 0f the ceremony, and it
is to this ohjective that the rituals
are directed, When certain wor-
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shipers seem to he possessed or F i jﬁ%i";{u}i;,ﬂfh
2., rdden,"it is pragh.that the deities - s
rer anloas have deigicd to.comexto the

,,,!i: ceremony by possessing or “ritding”

o)

Apnnr EG e

¥

i - certain worshipers. Althoungh many
] “@?,»ﬂmnrics haven been. offered to ex-
L plain the natwre of these possey-
: mast of them are toh cont-

>~ iions,
;

’ e - *

e i crrer 3]y 1 ORI
Lt or sust eptibility 46 the oCenrTeney
e r ik posséision, and that as W Conse-
CoamEALEE 3, T At . - ¢

+gence of wnental, emotional, .and

“physical transformations he uivéey
" e s gty e,

appearance Jof having allowed

LN
A

shirithied .the, loa, to stipplant
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RN _.1.‘t his own and” to hate substitutdd
"""‘:’: 5%, whmission for self-restraint. Dends
et L L . L
Pzt id Duvalier depict in Creole

8
[j%ﬁpg 1words: the pattern of this posses-

'y be

FF8EF ¥ gon: Lha monté li (The loa vides

s ":.:";-:-:nmc-s wores festive witl the ar-
ol of friendss and  neighbors,
3 A 3hough spiritnons liquor may be
. __:’:h_ {2 effered to guests as well as to the ”

e

Tesa ‘I:'g%j{ﬁ:cre important members of the

~ s LA . .
'.;‘?ﬁ,;.; Bezily, neither the service nor thes b
i sdance is the drunken and’ frenzied T ﬁt}*ag‘. ; s '
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the 4880 oy that some anthors of fetion B R D S A e ey ‘
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A Wanks BEING DISPLAYED outside the urarket at Saint-Michel-du-Sud
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