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driver. Dining the ride•. ins cL;ud-

fonr will brief him about the occult 

rites and sacrifices he is shortly to 

witness. 
\Vhcn he arrives at the "cere•-

ntony he iS usu:dh• told that lit' 

Carrie too lade to see Ihr sacrifice of 

the animals, winch lit' inay he told 

ineludrd a hilt, goat, or pig. If 

? only he would remain iii il'aili for 

_ a while longer, he might witness 

stick a ceretnon>'. 
Swallowing his initial disappoint-

ment, he enters a large hid or en-

closure provided with a thatched 

roof and a dirt floor, lie is fn-

' vress' 1 by the reverberations of 

.ti the clruins, the clanging of iron, 

the mooing of the bamboo vu lie, 

the clatter of the cliaclia rattles, 
a 

ar.-; 'tj,ntl the. -chanting of Crcrijc songs, -

interritptcdh periodicailv "hy the 

•' master of ccvrnumiws blowing ;t 

_E ," policennitt's whistle and ringing a 

small hell. lie finds himself in a 
milling group of strtlrgers «•ho up-

paronth- accept Kitt, ai;il is fasci-

a A rated b • the na+wen ,tnts of some 

- of the younger participants, espc-

c•i,.11:_ tic• tvontciL,'tl1ev arc sluff-
- t rt , iii v~'. :• a ie'el -Jni., .~ n,uf Ibe t ne desurr m .t . n _ ,r

Iug1F . Itidt -ss uu utne'i' sc-itli \fci1Un\ 

stares nu their 'perspiring fact's. 

'This," he says to Liiri+olf, .'is it!'' 

If he is not completely corn•i iced 

and asks the taxi driver whether 

je --this is-' really voodoo, his escort 
usually ,prefeci to nurvc- :nv,:i to 

consult twflar snriie oti the 11}st.•uul-
ers. Presently he ,returns with the 

whispered and aLnost sec•rrt inEor-
iis. 

nation 'that this,' s^ ynniloo. Some-
times a group of visitors, bent upon 

seeing a voodne? ccv'enumy, are 

pi•rntitted to w•itiie;s the entire 
"ritual," jut-hiding Ua • tracing of 
the cabalistic vnihuls uui the 
ground. Of coiast' this is tlrt• result 

of a pn rr.utgeniwirt beta.-cu the 

taxi driver and the "priestess; • com-

monly referred to in stories as the 

inamaloi;' 

After watching tbttk• d:mces amid 

~g listening to the siggmg`for :ot hour 

r.7 - or so anti hecooiiteg tyiaried by 

their apparent similarity, the 

visitor may become (tnit( sOphfb-

ticated about the entire subject and 
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1 Tnia At:r:ut of Errulie. '.liotving tire' inicrnrix-
tireof pagan arid Cliris'ti:m 1d h'f . 'Flie scnilds 
ua the wall 'art: lithograplm. ail the Virgin Marv. 
Two bottles wrapped with ribbon contain holy 
rater, The small boitic in front contains perfume 
fin a vodoa deity: Note the vigil light in the 
enter of the altar and the cerenrop;utl :tr:ttns 

dismiss it as sninetlnng inane. On 
the' .other hand, his imagination 
may have be,•n st.ituulated by 
stories about "voodoo`' in. Ilaiti or 
by t4he• tat\i drive'r's briefing, :which 
may hays',incltteled a goard4d rq- 
mark abort rrctvttly reported sac, 
tillers of rhildrou.` lie kAn:n' theft 
bchrve that fig Iues been witness-
ing the real I Lit Liii voodoo, When. 
he return. froth Ilaiti and tells of 
his experii•nc•e, he may try to sur-
pass even the most imaginative 
story writers. 

--As tt matter' pf fac. the 'boom-
in!, -cT ups" and tits dancing and 
singing in thi•se'vill,iges are nothing 
more than the saturda> or Si nclay 
night folk dances, known as baui-
hoclicc. They may be contparet 
with our square d'anccs and certain 
European folk dances. The Laut-
boclic is the usnpl week-end relax-
ation of the II ,titian peasant and 
provides Liu, with the opportunity 
to get togetlmer with his neighltoi;s 
and relatives at what is merely a 
social gathering. The taxi driver 
who has taken tlar visitor's to the 
"vxxloo cerenuaq•," as well as tire 
'tnmunloi" who eonducted it, usu-
ally profit from the naïveté of the 
visitors. 

It can he definitely stated that 
visitors in Haiti do not witness 
voodoo ceremonies either by chance 

4 ALttn of the God of 
War, Aeoun. Bada_ri. The 
sacred art felrs.i inch, It' flags 
of the deity_ a nnwhete., 
amid other an-ti+-les. The 
eartlicm+:are basin I. to col-
lect thi• irldod.of -acriliced 
aniinab 

.y :tt.Tau of the Proreetor of the 
'Critic trrv- Baroil La Croix. The 
offr "iii gs._inehuh' rims, soft 
drink. lrre.ul, :Ind coins 

f Fire: Ittr.rt pttiss:r a:,rin!s the. 
'in -tirul ig1 > in rortiimr:d r+•itb the 
hrlp`of a ud"lr a',1 rhin.'fhr'di:-i_n 
>I+ow:" to }Biel, 'deity die :ervire is 
urd'uated. IntlarS title to the vodou 
''quic:dent of St. Patrick, whose 
-nukes it (li-i ire ir. Part lv  out of 
ichit in foreground i> the ship of 

the God of the Sea 
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4' IL;tot•t•tttt.rries•r lbhe$.to eaatt6-ul and his a,,istant 
are inniti ,;uhe d;g+rr'f.thr Bada rite, to suunnoetc .. 
the spirit: ttr tçui er,2rtnttnt': i 

or inteutinu 'atiatq tlt.t; 'i1w :loran= 
horlu•s :aid the.sulrpbL•(l. "t•i utio);: 
cert'ntonitK flit' uevcr helt ht or, 
near the rt':tli .voodoo 'temple, oi; 
Larn1/or!. r , : [ • 

The tt•rnt "Voodoo, or more.cor-
rccth: rodou, is of Am ean  origin 

and- was used In -tltc --native; of 
l)nitonl('tt,a to'r'indicdte any deity. 
Some of 1hci'•' 'uttln<';fm:tgiu.div(i 

tvr;ttt:s Lavt' :dermptod to derive' 
tite word rn(h),: trout t`•r;uu c/ or. or 
,olden tail. "'I'het Iran Ii?, origin 

to the quldcn call Lulriont'tl Lv 
lust's Lrothrr 4:u'tt❑ w the lil r-

ucss of tin' Egy'ptiatt Apis :u;,l ttur-
sliipprd L sncrifi cs, tviltl (lanving., 
and slittutiuq. It is t•'areent'h uuuht-
ful, hou•t'ver, that tin• l)ahomc:ws 
tyre aWarr of tht• matt (/0t'. 

Voclou is uul t•oucernetl with tin' 
pr:tt•tit•e of black ni,tgii•, surcrry', or 
witchcraft, or with any of the (levil 

worshipinsi rites frequent h• aserihe(1 

to it. The zoorbis, 'the living dead 
or soulless automaton's,_ are definite 

r figments of supc•rstitiops peasants 

and story writers. Therc are no 

human sacrifices in the rites of the 

172 

is 

4' 

`d Tut: rru:s•r is 1toLiin in his rifjtt hand .the Leaded 
rattle and the hell. and. his assistant is z4 oat to heeotnt, 
pttrsessell Lv the ch:itv „ ., ,, 

cotlou ceremonies, and it is nnfor-
tunate that those sensational fea-

tures have been made notorious by 

the writers of fiction. 
\Vltat, therefore, is 1)0(101:? Ve-

lum is a religio❑ that is practiced 

,.r. _s>• ..t°.i$!'d,. ivy: 

and believed in by the majority (1
IIaitian peasants and is rrflt•ctt•d in 

tht• many intimate asp' cts of tLcu 

daily lift'. Torino can he traced tF 

the tribal cults of Africa, through ; 
... 

the;. eighteenth c•cntury slaves who ~+ 
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contributed to today's IlaitIan peas-
ant population. According to the 
concepts of the Ilaitian peasant, 
rot b it does not snppl:oat his Chris-
tian religion, which is usually 
llontan Catholic. !lather, it sopple-
nuenls it, since it possesses the 
original crnnnuat factor in Ilaitian 
peasant tradition. 1Nodoo is the fa-
miliar daily religion of many of 
these people, whereas the Christian 
religion is the one to he practiced 
specially on Sunchtvs, at baptisms, 
marriages, and deaths, when there 
is a thureh and a priest. 
The vodon religion provides an 

invisible bond bt•hvecn inclividuals. 
It serves as well as a linkage he-

- 
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t. 
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S~HFC TIIE emesT dance. with the priest-
transfers the !headed rattle to her 
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I ween the I hilt ian peasant of today 
and his :lfrican f neln'zus.. The 

ceremonies were at first essentially 
religions sad were practiced ac-
cording to tribal regulations bt the 
slaves imported from Africa, with 
considerable inll000ee from the 

rites of the Dahomc:ois. 'the cult 
was able to supply the stinuuhus for 
coalition of a heterogeneous people 
from many African nations, includ-
ing the Dahomcans. Aradas. Nagos„ 
Congos, Senegalese, 1bos, \Ian= 
dingucs, Camas, Fans, and Cap-
laous, and it gave strength to their 
effort to throw off the oppression 
of slavery. It wits first used in I Iaiti 
as a manifestation of this`bond on 

T 

CL 

August 14, 1791, when in a cotton 
carculony at ibis Caiman, the high 
priest Hoc kntan organized the re-
volt of the slaves against their 
French masters. Snbsr•quently. 1 e-

c;ause of the initial success of this 
revolt, Cot/oh o becann• syunnynous 

with the` desire of :dl I Jail i:nas to 
become and remain free. 

Bodo:, has continued essontiahv 
as it primitive African cult, wor-
shiping inanimate as well as anf-

nrate tthings, along with certain 

deities and the spirits of deceased 
persons and of powerful ancestors, 
to whom ate allotted positions in 
the pantheon according to their ac-
cepted supernatural powers. I'odon 

A '1'ttt: vodinr' etaESTE55, with the 
beaded rattle' in her hand, twirls a 
female worshiper to brin_ about 
posse>=ion by a epirit, The cornmeal 
on hei••lip. is from kissing tltr rrty--
oral dcpi^n on;ihe floor. (]n the 
wnll_are :eon piettu•vs of the vodoa 
eounterparl- of St. Anthony and 
St, laumme the Grcater 

'flue SACQFn onr.uESTne. At left 
the lionn for tnt rat. in lie eenn•r 

tic; bnnln drtmt, and at ricbt uic 
axartnr (trunt. 'Phc man holding the 

rattle h the master of ccrenrocrics 

t t 

IJ 

m 
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A' TIE w; TILE r•Eat U.E a:-istant is hrarintt 
the Ilag of the drily :uul pavin^_ homage 

=_ to he widow Prit.•t, Who is po>...•.>rd Iry 
the cod oxt equi •: dent of Si. Patrick. 
Oilier partiripati s and wet-sit ipers chant 
songs 

yr — ; •Ra7—' 

71:IiNES it the 5ulwo• to rltr I'Lre. will 
time ritual of the so/ire. hruudc- a ist:uut. 
are hearing .flags. and the Ivor-pipers art. 
chant ins tongs of the deity 

.-ow•-
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bats also assiutilated many feattites 
of the lionuut Catholic religion, 
whic•it was prescribed for the slat•t;s 
bs• their Frt•twlI masters in it is 
today the national religion. There 
is the recognition of God as the 
Supreme Being, the Creator of man 
and of the worhl. In the opening 
ceremonies. the prayers :re Catho-
lic and are frequently accompanied 
by the sign of the cross. Although 
there are cation deity i, or loos, 
that have originated front Africa 
( Guinea) or have been created in 
Haiti, many of these have their 
Christian counterparts. Some are: 
I.egba and St. Anthony; Erzulie 
and the Virgin Mary; Damballa 
tnd St. 1.?atriek or St. Peter; and 
Ogoun Ferat'ue 0a Ogonn (Hd?~oit) 
13adagri, the god of sear, and St. 
James the Greater. 

There are two main types of 
rites, liada and Petro, which are 
never mixed in a singdc service. 
The manner In which they may 
have evolv,rd scpar:acly is sug-
gested by the disc' ibntion of thz: 
deities. The liar'a rites usnalli• ; 
honor the Airicata deities;' t litchi: 
;try} honored also in certain lotzth= 

tics in the Congo. The Petro,7ites 
usually honor the deitie of Britian 
t,t_loeal creation. \\'hitn liar or 
African deities are included in. the, 
Yrtro p:rttluana, as they adm ittedly 
are, they may change remark:ibly 
in character. For a:x:rnple, Erzulie 
is portrayed in the Iinda p:mlleott 
as a gentle, timid, and at times a 
sorrowful w0man, as shown in 
color lithographs of the Mater 
1)ulorosa. When she is in the Petro 
pantheon and is known as Erzulie 
CG-rouge (lied Eye), she becomes; 
boisterous, rough, and at times nn 
manageable. The Petro rite is be-
lieved to have been originated in 
Petit-Coave, II ii ti, by a famous 
and powerful ltotmgon, 1)011 Pedro. 

The coda:: worship of the deities• 

or loos, calls for temples containing 

altars, on which are placed the 

E TIIE tlmtl PRIEST Now 
':lltrs the arrival of the 
deity with the headed ,r  y
rattle and the hell

d 

stntbols and offerin,s to the loos. " 
C' nforttntatcly, there is no written 
recortI of the ceremonies. 13ecause 
of this lack of orthodt Av, the rites 
have clieutCed through the genera-
tions and differ considerably in the 
carious sections of Haiti. There are 
broad similarities, however, that 
will make it possible to describe 
the worship in a ueneral way and 
to illustrate the rituals of what is 
called the fiacla rite in the accom-
panying photographs, made during 

an Easter service. 

After reading some of the lurid 

and fanciful stories of Haitian voo-

doo, with their demon-worshiping 

rites and mad orgies, I went to my . 

fi rst ceremony with. no 'stall inc-as-

tire of apprehcnsion: t was, at the I
same time, excited by the anticipa-
tion of seeing the \veircl rites of this 
supposedly savagEt cedt. My fears 
were quelled when I s'sw the people 

who were present;ln the codoa 

temple and wli0 were shortly to : 
participate in the ceremony. I rec-
cr_ni'..ed several wltmrt [ had pre-
vu ou[sly seer engnyed'in,their even•- i 
day work. and the -'appeared to 
be no different at this, time. As an 
invited guest, I ucas`,rtcioush• re-

1 ceited by my hosts, who guided 
me about the temple .and eagerly 
t'xltibited the altars„'the offerings, c 
anchthe inrlileatent$ Par the sere-
tnmtlies. I stns : 1i381uisioned when s 

the wild orgiastic rites so, vividly - 
picttu•rl in tales of voodoo did not 
take place :utel when I discovered': 
that the services were essentially Y 
religious anti were uot, ❑v: some; 
writers have misrepresented them, 
the occasion for diabolism or for 
mass eroticism. 

Although bewildered by what I 
it 

had previously rend about voodoo3 
rites, the interpretation of the song: ` 
dances, and rituals given to me by s 
ny Haitian mentors hecame the 
key to an understanding of the

ceremonies. The service was can• 
dretvd ostensibly with solemnib• r 
and in planned sequence. The woe 
shipers, whose faces were lsobcJ 
and reverential, were well versed y 
in their roles and executed them 

carefully. I was deeply impressed 
t 
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.e..rd its  ruiurtvrpart hR~4°!.% ,r.:

of 5t. !'atrirk, dance with. ".•• 
an a"i~tant Goldin_ a bottle 

JC of hob' water 

by the reidt•nt sincerity of those 

who were part ieipatint in the rites 

and hg tilt' patcutly bon:t-fide euut-

tioual anal physical responses ❑t:uu-

fested by those who bec:upt' pos-

sessed by (Ito loan. 'II c• ohsrrvrr 

at a uodfnc cercnanty would Irnve 

to be cutirely unresponsive and, 

unimprr;ssihlt• not to' be a little 

affected by the dynamic rhythms 

of the sacrid drums, by the Afrie;tn 

and Ilaifian songs chanted in'

; sacred /chorus,, In the 'symbolic 
dances performed 1w 'the worship-

ers, and by the ritt tails themselves. 

'he codas temple, a sand and C i 

cement hot with a thatched or coi;- V IIE•.RE: TI E ran•:ter=rl«z,ee. over the :yoihol of the deity. Tbr )Inter of Core-

ritgatgd iron roof, is known ,h ihi• tnonit• tri p:! i pn-so->eri Gr a chit' attd,,ia•7jnaGle to direct hi ceremonies ' ] 

LmntJml 1•his tctnl>lY consuls t.t .it thi> point. Ih t till t' ht hi hl t uor hair i 
_ 

it tt_ht t _F 

y art antechamber, or p nst lc. iii €   
 c ) the center of ns meit is t snood po;,t~ i r F4„ s.~s}r, t ice  ̂ ^ 

(potcau le ,and and the 6aunjort 
1 

^" ^) proper, in which ,are fotfnd ec`t$et t

-' aic rs"(;u'x), de  c:ttt'd. to the ltlr',', c 
The 'iii htrs ate usu:111 sopa rat tcd- h. 
cloth cnrtains. (hi the walls 4`I tat 
l:ouiifort or ott tilt' altar itself ,iye 

seen the tla!gs of the !eras, ; • 'vi 11 
as th4 nutiomtl colors,
sacred' art ich•s'aot' pl.iced on- fiie 

, altar, whiIt' the"sacrificial animals 
are put in front of it. 

The saered articles on'thu altar 

s, include tht' Ceremonial dri tins, the 

, machete or saber, the flats of the 

' , kit; a cross or crucifix, a vigil light. 
4' the beaded rattle (aeon), the hell 

L (cloclzct!r), an earthenware jut 

h (gnci), an egg, candles, and a 
bottle of !ou perfume. \lost of these 
arc used in the rituals of the 

. ccrcnunn•. " 
lteprrseutations mid r•mbhFiits of 

to taus are usually painted oil the 

walls of the hoau/'ort tn' adnive the 
i 
i" altar, std syuthulic "ubjrcts are 

+ placed tin the altar. Lt,~ha is pie-

g tured as at old man with tattered 

i dothiut. Ogouu heraille or liada-

k gri is a grurral iu military utiiforni, 

$ oecasiouadly on hoi:u•hack. Briulie 

is identified as (lit' Vir;giu Mary in 
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A Pitt: inosry"pi tnkljn_,atrt°Caine 
in the direction oft 'IC lour'ear,]inal 
pbiuts. 'l'he faddism:dto,i Cun be 
seen in mid-air. 'Plir female'•:cssist-
aitt.+servinr as, ,fieine: Dr&praux 

(FI;i Queen), ltohlS:ilte4l,1>> over. 
ltu'Iicad• 

'a,

one of hGr,inanY re j fist -ntltions 
as del'Si' ril in colored lithogngths. 
D tnthall:t. ( Oueddtp) 5: represented 
b_s^ it drawing 'ci'k a Serpent. Ahla 
Oncddo, his wife,: is a rainbow. 
Ago'' Arroyo, thg gild of the sea, 
is sylttholized .b4 .a ship. Baron 
LaCroiN ( or 13urim S;unedi ) who 
is the protector of the ceutetery, 
takes tic• form of a cross protruding 
from a "grave" and inscribed with 
skull ;utd c'rossbone's and Ills name. 
TIte several Cordes', inchtding 
Cuedr Nil o, arc represented by a 
cross on winch is bung a black hat 
or by a peasants straw ltat :wd the 
ntoont:tin pe'asant's shoulder bag 
(uuu•ouh•). 1'he 3lnittesres' til'eau 
are t ought of as'Ile;u ttiful net thttto 
women o•itb long liair .win bathe 
nude at stream sourcc'antl speak 
Fn 'ii cb. 

l'Ile sacrificial aniutals art• usu-
ally t•ot1s, ulthougIl a neck pig or 
goat, and at times a boll, may be 
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T TIlE. erttlSets :uut priest. 161-
towed by the Elar Queen. -sa turng 
the >;tercd orclicstc.t. \ote the pobi-

m sinus of the 1,ric;t, hands 

cj 

•usecl'- ill certain'rifes. The' net of 
the sacrific'e'd annuals is cooked :old 
eaten by the worshipers aftcp ,.a 
small portion is offered to and "ac-
cepted lit• the bus. The offerings 
are also placed on the pe and in-
clude the things that the lore likes, 
such .as bottles of rum, soft drinks, 
breath, and Y cooked plantains and 
yams. 

Each of the was has a special 
color, and these colors arc used in 
the rinials of' the ceremony, (Ic-
pending upOn the boa being lion-
oreel. In various sections of Haiti, 
the lows have different colors, and 

the rituals may also vary. Iced is 
preferred by Ogoun ( Feraille or 
13adagri ) for Ins flags and sacrificial 
animals. ll:unba)i:ts color is either 
green or cvhtte:for the flans and 

white for the animals. The Cticdes' 
preference is for black; :uul Crznlie, 
Aguuc Arruyu, at  tIle .Uuilrrsscs 
fancy white for their ceremonies. 
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a \t Len rubes airy warn by the olli-
ciator, particu);uly the uuuubo. they 
are of the color prescribed by the 
10(1. 

•1'he hoanga: is the• hi'sh priest 
in the sacerdotal hierarchv of a dis-
trict or community, except in some 
sections where this position is occur
pied by a priestess known as the 
atwni,o. If the Imuu_nu o(liciatrs at 
Ilada as swell as Petro rite,. I:e is 
said to serve with both hands. If 
he acts ;is a family adviser as well 

Ut {voaslitemt passing 

s teriea of nien Iiii. euio-
~toi physical di,,turhanees' 

ion by Erruli.'. who 
with the Virgin Mary 

as a etic n, priest, lit' is semu•tinies 
rr•lerred to ;us Pafw Lou. Ile is nsu-
olly aided i i the ceremonies by a 
male assistant (Uutn:,1a•nfcOn) and 
female assistants (I{oun.si.$). The 
Iirnr1lgtrr•I:ir('u leads the chorus in 

songs to the arriving boas and may 
serve as a drummer (Itounlor). 
Fin;lid• there is tilt' LaPlace, who 
.tcts as master of crr'cnunries. 

The rode:: ceremony usually 
consists of two parts. (1) Tltc serv-

ice is private and can only bra at-

tended by the f:uuiiv, the high 
priest, the priestess, the assistants, 

and a few specially invited guests. 

(2) The dance is not priyatp gruel 

is attended by Friend's,, and neigh-

bors. Since the scrs'ice i+ completely 
r 

religious, it is t•omhrcted by the 
high priest or priestess as a'serg's 

of rituals, called Seroice Loas. Some 

of .these are intended to honor the 

deities or boos to whom the family 

is grateful, others to propitiate boas 
who, they believe, are h:u•rissln " 

i f Yvh 
them. Still another pttrpo,&;rs- to 

renounce the worship') to certain 
10(15, good or had, and to request, 
after a srntahle sacrifice, that they 
depart. 

Following the death of a person 

or on the anniversary of his death, 

a memorial dinner is held, -a , so-

called danger it•s llortstor Vhdigcr 

ins Ames. There arc. ;inimalnsacri-

fic•cs in connection With this; and 

rituals which include, last prayers 

(dernierr•s primes•), removal of the 

soul from under the water ( ouch 

Mort ('ii bas ( •1 c•au ), and the re-

lease of the imprisoned soul (casse 

canon or lou nrnr canon ). An cc-
tremc'l• restricted service is seen in 

the rituals for time transfer of the 
lou from a recently deceased head 

of the family to another member of 
the Fond• designated by the ,boa. 

This transfer carries with it the 
authority ;tnd the cmumissanec, or 
know-how, for invoking the ion. 

' I C I iR I'HIESr. havuig received 

time eartbenuare •jug of water 
Crum Ibr Flag Mayen. drinks 
from it in Ilie way that the 
deity i. helievrd to do 

l'hr 3lunger 3laraasu. dinner in 
liOuor of the twins, is in most sec-
tions of the country a h•ss intpor-
ttint ceremony than any of the 
:those-nten002nd. These services 
arc intended to honor twin deities, 
usually represented by male and 
female figurines. 

Although hunilies may regrtest a 
service for any of the ,.foresail 
purposes, other cerentenries re.gu-
htrI correspor1d to the holidays of 
the Catholic Church. (particularly 
Clrr'is(tnas,'Ettstei" i&h Au' Saints 
ceremonies)' dial n.'tliec harvests. 
Any of these ccre conies mats• be 
dedicated to titl.ier`•u:id:t, or Petro 
deities, w hen a 4/q pf .d)e tither 
rite• 'tjtp.•,fi' `in tht •IansSe:~sa.mn +tf a 
it orsh1i;r,ztin' foci s'sskte4., to,lease-
If-this-request=is not 'heeded, the 
poss•sscd is led asvav from the 
service_:to_.crher e from his unw-el-

.- 
conic pos5c•ssion or i aseDnahone., 

liefore•s'tartite; the ZWttr4dsacryic•c, 
there is a preliminary recitation of 
in':n•er"s, tisnalh•• C:Cfli8li4 sail the 

r r;..• c, 
„, chantinr, n. 'h' inns, et. np:mica 

v 'oi,r-tea. t« 
by waving of flags...This initial nit 
teal is called time actiim de naive, 
and is followed liv an'fnvocatiou to 
the most revered, of the deities, 
Legba: "Papa Lcgba, 0u c:: basic 
parr" aou,.. The.: Isigh.- priest then 
traces the eabalitic- vi•vi•, indicat-

e. ,e. . ;c 

I 
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A >TUE EnH;ssr dmtcinir•,s i's•h a ma.It Worsltiper to b:•inr
about -possession •by Xl pi'riL `ltt tlua ;plmtogeaph, the 
female assistant has.apparenJy.e';terged from p•?sseesion, j 

. 1. r 1 

i 

Lii l 

ing by symbol, to which deities the 

service is bciu Z dedicated. The 
Salute !n tGe Flag follows, and it is 

one of the most important rituals. 

It actually is welcome to the 

arriving lou and is conducted with 

the ntachetc• and flags Df the barn. 
On occasion, it may he used to 
,greet an cstrentelr powerful priest 

or priestess. 
Dining the service, the sacred 

orchestra sets up the rhythm for 

the >nm=i of the farts. It is usu;tlly 
made up of three drum;, the largest 
of which is called the uu:outan,; or 

assotor: the second, the• Imoutor; 

i and the snt:dlct, the boufa In ad-

tilt ion, there is the iron ogan, an 

4. As THE. SACRED DRUMS beat out their ceaseless; 

cadence, the' dance grows more intense 

4 TILE SCARF that Was on time priest's arm in tlneJ4 

previous pinotograimlt has now been transferred to 
throat of the untie worshiper, and be is possessed of ," ~> 
the spirit 
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iron implement struck by another 
piece to mark the rhvtlun, and the 
fin-tie or auo'aca nonbeaded rattle. 
The chanting of the songs, which 
are usually ei(her Ilada or Petro„ 
is"accoutp:mictl 1w dances to the 
lolls: 'the drums used in the service 
are either Iloda or Petro depending 
on the rite. The arrival of each Ion 
is mdionteci by the behavior of the 
worshipers, who appear to become 
Possessed. "Phen time song of the liar-
tiedlar lea is chanted three times. 

Possession by the lea is the cui-
rnination of the ceremony, and it 
i, to this objective that the rituals 
are directed. \\'lieu certain wor-
ohipers seem to he possessed or 
'ridden;";,it is nrhq ,ihatytlie deities 
orinrrs have deigi≥ci to,admq.to the 
ceremony by possessing or "riding" 
certain worshipers. Although many 

?n.'`^` theories ••h:tve.-been- offered to ex- 
plain the nature of these posses-
ions, most of them our tub coui- 

•. ".0  plicated.,or vague to repeat here, 
From  nt4pu•n -personal ohu•r}•a-

f.•. 
tions,; t•.avouhil`scaan that the t:•or-

t' hiper'niitst be in condition of 
mental and cnreititLn i7!•i:eccp(ivem'ss 
or,snseepti1iihly to the nccnrn mice 
u pos'scssion, ;and that as arsons* 

, yience of inental; emotional, .find 
c'`btsical transforniatiohs he ,fives 

Y; c apps tr }nee ' t hiving allowed 
- spumt.L of tin lea to srppl.nit 

.s. Ss owmi ;at tl'to have substituted 
submission f r self-restraint. Denis 
':z3 Duvalier depict in Creole

.may .. 

•.~,IQp~ r; nerds the pattern of this possrs-,¢t. 
`xnn: Litre onuJc Ii (The lea rides 
S); lea drmme Ian fete-li (the ion 

dancing in his bead); maitre 
the-li monte li (the master of his 
Fred is riding him). 

The Oarlan service is :m exc•ep-
r"iralh' serious eerenunw, tvliereas 
ce dance that lollaws lime service. 
. COflits n,orc lest ive will, the a r-

. t: a1 of friends, amid neighbors. 
,ptlmough spirituun liquor may be 

. -a&nd to guests as tell as to the 
1CM .: y.'sete important members of the 

5sdy, neither the sert•ic•e nor thc> 
,. is time drunken and Ireuried 

the - !oE'L.zz that some authors of fiction 
I In " -- 
d of ,: t"'Xnt Haiti amt "voodoo" would 

::e- !ase their readers believe. 
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