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ADOLPH FINKLER 
1867 - 1936 

The time is November ninth, 1867. 
The mists creep up from the rivers 
Wertach and Lech; the autumn sun clings 
for a moment to the spires of the cathe­
dral, whose glorious bronze doors are 
already deep in shadow. 

Through the eleventh century stained 
glass windows a last gleam of light falls 
upon the ancient tombs and history rises 
in all its silent song. 

There are the Fuggers and the Welsers, 
great merchant princes of medieval Ger­
many; Maximilian I; Luther in the old 
St. Anna Kirche defying the papal leg­
ates; Holbein the Elder and Hans Burgk­
mair; Gustavus Adolphus; the Dukes of 
Swabia; Tassilo III of Bavaria; Charle­
magne; the Frankish kings and the Huns 
before them. 

The place is Augsburg - Augusta 
Vindelicoram, founded 14 years before 
Christ in the name of the Roman Em­
peror- and yet the time is November 
ninth, 1867. 

On that November evening, Adolph 
Finkler was born in the city that had 
once been a center of trade between the 
north and south of Europe; that has al­
ways been steeped in history and in art. 

His father, Col. William Finkler, a 
resident of Milwaukee and a soldier in 
the Civil War, was American consul at 
Augsburg; his mother was Johanna 
Kroener, a native of the ancient German 
city. While still a child, Mr. Finkler and 
his parents came to Milwaukee, where 
the lad attended the old Peter Engelmann 
school (later the German-English acad­
emy and today the Milwaukee University 
School). 

When Col. Finkler died, his widow and 
young Adolph returned to Germany and 
the boy continued his education at Augs­
burg, later taking up architecture at 
Munich. After his graduation at Munich, 
where he took pari: in all the student 
activities, Mr. Finkler returned to Amer­
ica and started his profession in Chicago. 

In 1894, he married Ida Trostel of 
Milwaukee and three years later entered 
the leather business of his wife's family, 

eventually becoming secretary-treasurer. 
While he never again took up the prac­
tise of architecture, his early European 
environments and the innate charm of 
ancient Augsburg somehow played a 
v ital part in Adolph Finkler's existence. 

One of the few business men in Mil­
waukee who ever took a continuous in­
terest in the finer things of the city's 
life, in art, music and the drama, Mr. 
Finkler was president of the Milwaukee 
Art Institute for seven years since 1924, 
when he succeeded Samuel 0. Buckner, 
founder and patron. 

The call figure of kindly Adolph 
Finkler, with his Jow voice, his word of 
greeting to everyone, was long a part of 
the Institute. In its minor problems as 
well as in its major relationships with the 
city, he always did more than his part. 

He was never too busy, even in the 
latter period of declining health - to 
come to trustees' meetings, to give his 
counsel in committees; to discuss the de­
tails of heating and lighting, and many 
little things which most business men 
would have been too busy to talk about 
even on the telephone. 

Longer than anyone else, he served as 
trustee from 1913 until the time of his 
death. As one of the directors of the 
old German stock company, he gave 
freely of his time and money. His inter­
est in literature and music carried him 
into the meetings of various societies here 
which sponsored the culture of Germany. 
His collection of autobiographies, his­
tories, story and legend - a kind of 
living library of his beloved Augsburg,­
was as much a part of him, perhaps even 
more a part of him than the plain pur­
suit of business, shorn of all the finer 
things of life, which is so much a part 
of the hurried American scene today. 

For some reason, the tall figure in its 
greatcoat, standing in front of the Art 
Institute of a November evening, stalk­
ing through its galleries with that funny 
chuckling laugh, will never vanish for 
chose who knew and could not help but 
love Adolph Finkler. Gustave Pabst, Jr. 
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Ac che time of his death on May 28, 1936, Adolph Finkler 
had completed almost twenty years of fa ithfu l service as a mem ­

ber of che Board of Trustees of the Milwau kee Arc lnscicuce. 
During t hose years he was Vice-Presiden t of the corporat ion 

from November, 1924 , t o October, 1925, and its President from 
December, 1926, to October, 1929, and aga in from October, 

1931, co January, 1933, besides accep ting for varying terms 
important and arduous commi ttee assig nments. T hou gh he was 

ever ready to step out of office if it seemed desirable to have 

rocarion in office, i t was felt aga in and again chat he could not 
be spared even w hen his health began co fa il, so chat in lacer 

years he generously a llowed himself co be drafted t houg h at per­
sonal sacrifice. T h is willingness to serve che Institute followed 

from his strong sense of public obligation, but q ui te as well from 
a native and genuine love of art. For Mr. Finkler was a cul­
tivated genrleman, a cosmopolitan, an arch itect by training, and 

a lover of t he fi ne arcs. As he was at the same t ime a success£ ul 
man of la rge affa irs, his idea listic approach was tempered by a 

rea listic sense of what was practical in given c ircumstances. 

H ence his judgment combined urban ity and bread t h with sagac­
ity and wisdom. But beyond all chat shines the cardinal face, 

t hat his lovable personalit y, his tact , and h is spon taneous human 

sy m pathy and understanding won from his co-workers, both on 
t he Board and on the Scaff, a w illing co-operation and a true 
affection. A ll of chem now feel that they have lose a friend . 

In view of t he foregoing, 

BE IT R ESOLVED chat t he Board of T rustees of Milwaukee 

!\rt Instit ute hereby express their sense of loss upon the dea th of 
Mr. Adolph F inkler, chat t he foregoing memorial and t his reso­

lu tion be spread u pon t he corpora te records, chat they be printed 
in a specia l number of the Bulletin co be sen t all members of 

the corporation , and chat a copy hereof be t ransmi tted to M r. 

F inkler's fam ily with respectful expression of sympathy. 
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FIN I LE lt ME IO R IJ\L FUN D 

T here :u c bc ncfoccors w ho, t hrough 
philan th ropic bequests, endow institu ­
t ions of lea rning, hosp itals, museu ms, ar t 
inst i tutes, ccc ., and w ho, t hrough ch is 
munifice nce, add co che sum total of 
hu man ha ppiness. 

T o cho e w ho have t he financ ial re­
sources i t is no t an ·undue hardship or 
sac ri fice co m ake important gif ts to al­
ready well es tablished and successful in­
sti tu t io ns. Some of che greatest and most 
h sting memorials to ma n have been per­
petuated because of t his altruist ic and 
unsel fish generosity on the pare of donors. 

1-fo wever, w hen a man gives u nstint­
ingly of his t ime and energy co che det ri­
men t of h is ow n healt h for a ca use in 
w hich he believes hea rt and soul , often 
u nder the most adverse a nd t rying con­
di cio ns, ch:1 t man is as g rea c a benefactor 
as the donor w ho m a kes an outr igh t g if t 
o r beq uest. 

T he D irector and che Scaff of the Mi l­
waukee A rt Inst itu te w ill miss the kindly 
in terest a nd constr uc tive help w hic h were 
ma ni fes ted in t he ma ny v isits which 
Adolph Fink ler made to che Art Inst itute 
over a long period of yea rs as T rustee, 
Presiden t, and as a member of numerous 
committees. 

H is sincere regard for the Arc Insci­
cutc :rnd his in terest in che educatio nal 
work w ith ch ild re n and adults led h im 
co constantly endeavor co improve and 
broaden our scope of influence in the 
commu ni ty and co chis end he enlisted 
ma ny of his fr iends and acqu:ii n t ances co 
suppor t the A rt Institute by becoming 
mem bers. 

Others, who like Mr. F inkler , believed 
in the need for a n art institute in Mi l­
wau kee, came to our support in our most 
diffic ul t and cyying period largely because 
o f M r. F inkle r's able and w ise g uida nce. 

\'<lhen a m an has g iven so unsti n t ing ly 
of hi mself as has M r. F inkler , resolutions 
and w ords seem ha rdly adequate co ex­
press fu lly the esteem in which he is held 
by his friends and co-workers. \Vich this 
in mind, a small g roup of his friends w ho 
believe ch at a more fi tting memorial in 
honor of M r. F inkle r wou ld be the ac­
q uisit ion of a work of arc fo r the Art 

Instit ute ha ve started a f und fo r chis 
purpose. 

T his fu nd is q ui te sma ll a nd so far 
inadequate for a fi t t ing memorial. It is 
che bel ief of the T r ustees chat t here arc 
many fr iends and admi rers of M r. Fin kler 
who w ould be g lad co con tribute co such 
a f und. A ny amount large or small w ill 
be g ratefully accepted a nd should be sent 
to M iss Marion Burnham , Sec retary of 
the M ilwaukee Art Inst it ute. T he list of 
donors w il l be perpetuated on a suitable 
scroll or man uscr ipt to accompany the 
A dolph Finkler Memorial A cquisition. 
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