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"CARNIVAL DANCERS," by Haitian artist Wilson Bigaud. 

IEWED FROM a distance, Haiti is s(mply a small, political-
ly tom, economically troubled Caribbean nation that shares 
the once-lush island known as Hispaniola with the Domini-

can Republic. But seen closer up,. at least by the education staffers at 
the Milwaukee Art Museum, it's a, subject for exultation. 

No fewer than 13,500 visitors — an all-time record for the 
lakefront facility — saw "A Haitian Celebration: Art and Culture" 
during March, an average of more than 3,000 persons per week, 

Please see Haiti page 8 



Haiti/S owls a great drawing card 
tram page 1 

The exhibition of 120 paintings 
and works of sculpture; dawn 
mainly from the spectacular Rich-
ard and Erna Flagg Collection of 
Haitian Art, is open free to the 
public next Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday in conjunction with the 
Lakefront Festival ofArts. 

That fact, plus intensive .tour 
scheduling through the show's dos-
ing date, Aug 16, raises the possi-
bility that "A Haitian Celebration" 
will end up the art musrnrn's most 
popular exhibit ever. 

All of which is highly pleasing to
Barbara Brown Lee, the 30-year 
an-museum veteran who has su-
pervised the effort to bring fens of 
thousands of schoolchildren — and 
adults, too — to this cavalcade of 
Haitian history, religion and every-
day life. 

"I've never seen anything like 
it," says Ise, who as actor of 
education heads the art museum's 
community-outreach program. 

"We're pleased with the behav-
ior of the children. They're pre' 
pared The teachers have made the Barbara Brown Lee most of materials we've 'provided. 
If all goes well, we'll establish a new " 
record of attendance with this all learning about Haiti through 
show." art" 

"A Haitian Celebration" has a. ` Despite the large number of tour 
particular relevancy to the Afri• groups, says Lee, there has  a' 
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'nude a definite effort to make the 
exhibition accessible to everybody. 
It has opened the show free of 
charge to schools, so that nobody is 
'turned away. And the entry fee has 
been reduced to $1 per person for 
community centers and recreation 
programs. 

APtimONALPa0GRAMS 
Several upcoming programs 

augment the school/community 
outreach program: 

■ Psychologist Vivian Nicolas, 
a Haitian exile living in Montreal, 
will discuss "The Haitian Palm 
Tree of Liberty: The Road to Uni-
versal light" at 6:15 p.m Thursday 
in the Vogel-Helfaer Galleries 

■ Fred Stonehouse, a Milwau-
kee painter who concedes that he 
has been havily influenced by Hai-.. 
tian art and medieval Christian ico-
nography, will give a gallery talk at 
-2 p.m next Sunday, June 21. 

■ Evelyn St. Puna, a native 
of Haiti now hying in Wisconsin, 

'will talk about the exhibition at 2 
p.m. Sunday, July 19. Both presen-
tations well take plea in the Jour-
nal-Lubar Galleries, site of the a-
hibition. 

;Ihe Flagg Collection of Haitian 
An, assembled overtwo de®desby 
Milwaukee philasithmpisls Richard 

` and Ema Flagg became the proper-
ty of the Milwaukee Art Museum 
last year, 

'The current exhibition, empha-
sizing the rich blend of cultures that 
makes up the New World, focuses 
on Haitian history, genie paintings 
of rural family life, celebrations and 
festivals and Haitian religions, in-
duding Vodun and Christianity. 

Works being shown touch upon 
the dichotomy between rich and 
poor in Haiti, the most densely 
populated country in the Western 
Hemisphere; the Haitian struggle to 
achieve independence in 1804; the 
brief butbrilliant ascent of Haitian 
art, and picturesque Haitian land-
marks such as the Citadel, 

For information about tours all 
224-3200. 

—JamesAufr 


